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SONA METZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sona Metz for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Sona Metz is
a 12th grader at Pomona High School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Sona Metz
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sona Metz for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF COUNCILMAN
JAMES A. WALLACE, JR.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Councilman James (Jim) A. Wal-
lace, Jr. for his 45 years of service to the
Metuchen Fire Department. Councilman Wal-
lace’s outstanding contributions to his commu-
nity are to be celebrated by the Metuchen Fire
Department at its 2014 Chief’s Dinner and In-
stallation of Officers.

A lifelong resident of Metuchen, Councilman
Wallace serves his community in many capac-
ities. He was recently re-elected to his second
term on the Metuchen Borough Council. In ad-
dition, Councilman Wallace served on the
Metuchen Police Department for 27 years, re-
tiring in 1992 as a sergeant.

Before joining the police force, Councilman
Wallace volunteered with the Washington
Hose Co. for 4 years. In 1971, he rejoined the
Metuchen Fire Department with the Eagle
Hook and Ladder Co. and was elected Cap-
tain a year later. He also served as treasurer,
Assistant Fire Chief and Chief. In 2010, the
Washington Hose Co. and the Eagle Hook
and Ladder Co. merged to become the
Metuchen Volunteer Fire Co. Councilman Wal-
lace was elected treasurer of the newly
formed company in 2011.

Councilman Wallace was a member of the
Metuchen Fireman’s Relief Association, serv-
ing as treasurer for many years, and the Mid-
dlesex County Fireman’s Association, where
he served as president for several years. He
was also a member of the board that created
the Middlesex County Fire Academy, which
has trained thousands of firefighters since
opening in 1992.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
thanking Councilman Wallace for his service
to the Metuchen Fire Department and the
greater Metuchen community. He has dutifully
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served Metuchen for 45 years and his selfless
commitment is truly deserving of this body’s
recognition.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RAINIER BEACH
HIGH SCHOOL MEN’S BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to congratulate the Rainier Beach High
School (RBHS) men’s basketball team on their
invitation to the Dick's Sporting Goods High
School National Tournament. This prestigious
invitation is yet another example of the pro-
gram’s excellence and reminds us that Rainier
Beach deserves a place in the upper echelon
of high school basketball in our nation.

The Rainier Beach High School basketball
team has played with excellence all season
long, and is incredibly deserving of this oppor-
tunity. Going undefeated throughout their reg-
ular season has made them the top-ranked
team in Washington State, and has given
them much deserved national recognition as
the basketball powerhouse that they have
proven themselves to be.

Founded in 2009 to create a national cham-
pionship tournament for high school basket-
ball, the Dick’s Sporting Goods tournament in-
vites the top eight teams in the country to
compete. The tournament will be broadcast on
national television and the final game played
in New York City’s Madison Square Garden.
This event is a fantastic opportunity for the
RBHS Vikings to showcase their skills in front
of a national audience. | am pleased that the
incredible athletic prowess from the 9th District
of Washington State will be recognized across
the country.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize the Rainier Beach Vikings on their suc-
cessful season. | wish them the best of luck
as they take on the top talent our country has
to offer.

SIERRA SANCHEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sierra San-
chez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Sierra
Sanchez is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-
8 and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Sierra San-
chez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Si-
erra Sanchez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
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cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

IN HONOR OF KILAH DAVENPORT

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to remember and honor Kilah
Davenport, a young girl from my district in
North Carolina who was taken from this world
much too soon.

Kilah was a young girl full of joy, laughter
and love. Two years ago, when Kilah was just
three-years-old, she was a victim of felony
child abuse and suffered severe mental and
physical damage. All of the doctors told Kilah’s
family that she would not survive, but she
pulled through and overcame the odds
stacked against her.

| had the pleasure of meeting young Kilah
and her wonderful, loving family, and | was
moved by their incredible strength and faith.
Kilah’s recovery was slow and she faced ex-
tensive physical therapy and rehab. When
most people would have given up, Kilah and
her family endured, becoming advocates for
legislation to protect our children. Kilah in-
spired the state of North Carolina to pass leg-
islation that increases sentencing punishments
for five child abuse-related felonies. Tragically,
on March 12, just three weeks before her 5th
birthday, Kilah Davenport passed away.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of the Kilah
Davenport Child Protection Act of 2013 (H.R.
3627), which guarantees that our states can
address the serious problem of felony child
abuse and makes certain that those who
choose to harm a child suffer real and mean-
ingful consequences. | am committed to en-
suring the safety of the most innocent in our
society. | support this bill that passed the
House, and | encourage the Senate to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, | will continue to pray for
Kilah’s family. | hope they can find the peace
and comfort that only comes from our loving
God as they go through this troubling time.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP
OF DR. TERRI H. FINKEL

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Women’s History Month, to recognize
Terri H. Finkel, M.D., Ph.D. Dr. Finkel serves
as Chair of Pediatrics and Chief Scientific Offi-
cer at Nemours Children’'s Hospital in Lake
Nona Medical City, Orlando, Florida, and Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics and Biomedical Sciences
at the University of Central Florida College of
Medicine.

Dr. Finkel received both her medical degree
in 1982 and a Ph.D. in biochemistry and bio-
physics in 1984, from Stanford University. She
completed pediatric residency training at Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital and the University of
Colorado Health Sciences Center. She then
completed a fellowship in  pediatric
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rheumatology and postdoctoral training as a
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) fel-
low at the National Jewish Medical & Re-
search Center (NJMRC). Dr. Finkel also
served on the faculty at NJMRC and the Uni-
versity of Colorado.

In 1999, she was recruited to lead the Divi-
sion of Pediatric Rheumatology at The Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and to
serve as the Joseph Lee Hollander Chair of
Pediatric Rheumatology and Associate Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics at the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Medicine, where she was
later promoted to Professor of Pediatrics. At
CHOP, Dr. Finkel built the Division of
Rheumatology from a small group to one of
the largest and most academically productive
divisions of rheumatology in the country. Her
trainees are currently on faculty at leading
academic medical centers in the United States
and abroad. In 2011, she was recruited to
help lead the building of Nemours Children’s
Hospital, which opened in October 2012.

Dr. Finkel has devoted more than 20 years
to caring for children with rheumatic diseases.
U.S. News & World Report has ranked her in
the top one percent of pediatric
rheumatologists in the Nation for each of the
past 4 years, a distinction held by only 15 phy-
sicians across the U.S.

Dr. Finkel's work has been recognized by
more than 100 publications and she has re-
ceived 140 invitations to speak nationally and
internationally. She has nine issued patents
and patents pending, and has had continuous
funding from the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) since 1990, with research grants totaling
more than $12 million. Among Dr. Finkel's
many honors and awards are those from the
American Cancer Society, American College
of Rheumatology, American Foundation for
AIDS Research, American Medical Associa-
tion, Children’s Miracle Network, Colorado
Women’s Hall of Fame, Henry Kunkel Society,
HHMI, Lupus Foundation, Pediatric AIDS
Foundation, Philadelphia Magazine, State of
Pennsylvania, and Gates Foundation.

A strong advocate of evidence-based medi-
cine, Dr. Finkel's research has helped to un-
cover extensive genetic overlap across many
pediatric autoimmune diseases. Using cutting-
edge genomics, she has successfully un-
masked dozens of novel risk factors common
to childhood arthritis, lupus, diabetes, inflam-
matory bowel disease, celiac disease, im-
munodeficiency, thyroid disease, and psori-
asis. Dr. Finkel has led studies that investigate
the origins of immunodeficiency and
autoimmunity in individuals with HIV infection
and AIDS. Other key interests include expand-
ing caregiver sharing of electronic medical
records and exploring faster ways to deliver
new therapies to patients.

In 2001, the Arthritis Foundation selected
Dr. Finkel as one of 50 “Research Heroes” for
her significant contributions to the field of
rheumatology. In 2003, the Arthritis Founda-
tion of Eastern Pennsylvania presented the Ar-
thritis Hero Award to Dr. Finkel for her leader-
ship in the field of arthritis. In 2004, Dr. Finkel
was awarded the University of Pennsylvania’s
Lady Colyton Prize for Autoimmune Research,
based on her research on autoimmune dis-
orders. In 2009, she was elected to the pres-
tigious Henry Kunkel Society for her contribu-
tions to the fields of immunology and
rheumatology.

Dr. Finkel is married to pediatric neurologist
Dr. Richard Finkel. Among the Finkels’ proud-
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est accomplishments are their two children.
Paul will graduate this year from Carnegie
Mellon University with a master's degree in
Electrical & Computer Engineering. Valerie is
completing a master’s degree in Philosophy at
The New School in New York City.

| am happy to honor Dr. Terri Finkel, during
Women’s History Month, for her leadership
and contributions to the medical community.

WORLD TB DAY

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize World TB Day and
call for a continued effort to drive down rates
of tuberculosis (TB) across the world and ac-
celerate progress toward ending TB as a
threat to global public health.

World TB Day is an opportunity to raise
awareness about TB-related problems and so-
lutions and to support TB-control efforts. While
great strides have been made to control and
cure TB, much more needs to be done to
eliminate this disease.

Often believed to be a disease of the past,
TB is still a life-threatening problem in the
United States and around the world. Anyone
can contract TB, and our current efforts to find
and treat latent TB infection and TB disease
are not sufficient.

We must raise awareness, enhance preven-
tion, control, and treatment efforts, and de-
velop new therapies to treat TB, especially for
multi-drug resistant (MDR-TB) and exten-
sively-drug resistant TB (XDR-TB).

Everyone has a role in ensuring that one
day TB will be eliminated. As a co-chair of the
Congressional TB Elimination Caucus and
longtime advocate on this issue, | look forward
to working with my colleagues in Congress
and our partners to further the commitment to
a world free of TB.

RECOGNIZING WHITE CASTLE

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize White Castle, a family-owned ham-
burger chain based in my district, for being the
creators of Time Magazine’s “Most Influential
Burger of All Time.”

Since White Castle opened in 1921 in Wich-
ita, Kansas, White Castle has revolutionized
the fast food industry. White Castle’s signature
5-holed square patty has skyrocketed the
company’s popularity, developed an almost-
cult following of self-proclaimed ‘Cravers’ and
resulted in White Castle becoming the first
hamburger chain to sell one bilion ham-
burgers.

A little over a decade after its first store
opened, White Castle moved its headquarters
to Columbus, Ohio—where it has resided for
the last 80 years. This trailblazing company
has provided hundreds of jobs in the great
state of Ohio, as well as in Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District.
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Today, White Castle is more than a ham-
burger chain. White Castle is now an experi-
ence which people from across the country
and across the world travel great distances to
get their hands on.

| offer my congratulations to White Castle
for their years of success and their designa-
tion as having the “Most Influential Burger of
All Time” by Time Magazine. Ohio’s 15th Dis-
trict, the Buckeye State and Cravers across
the nation have loved the first billion sliders
and look forward to one billion more.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DONNA DOWLESS

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 24, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Women’s History Month, to recognize
Donna Dowless, Chairman of the XOXO
Media Group. Dowless is an instrumental and
creative force in her community and in the en-
tertainment industry. She is an experienced
executive and strong community leader that is
goal oriented and results driven. She fosters
powerful partnerships with diverse groups to
cultivate positive change and create economic
impact and sustainability.

Prior to starting her own Orlando-based en-
tertainment media and arts consulting com-
pany, Ms. Dowless served as Executive Vice
President  of Industry  Relations  for
Ticketmaster, a position she held for 18 years.
She has over 30 years of experience in sports
and live entertainment. She has directed and
managed sports arenas, theaters and concert
venues and worked with professional sports
leagues, prominent live event producers and
numerous political and presidential event di-
rectors. Ms. Dowless was recently recognized
by Venues Today Magazine as one of the
“Top 5 Women of Influence in the Entertain-
ment Industry.” In 2005, she was honored with
a lifetime achievement award for distinguished
service from the International Association of
Venue Managers.

As Chairman of XOXO Media group,
Dowless is dedicated to delivering results-driv-
en programs for her arts and entertainment cli-
ents. Her specialty services range from event
development, public relations, branding, and
customer relations management to strategic
insights for growth and sustainability. Addi-
tional services include career and business
development, public speaking, mentoring and
motivational programming. Her clients, who in-
clude the Ticketmaster Corporation, Atlantic
Hill Music, Churchill Development, Castaneda
Studios, Florida Artists Registry, Kosmo Cre-
ative Studios, and select arts and entertain-
ment venues, have achieved great success
under her direction and counsel.

Ms. Dowless is an award-winning contem-
porary artist creating compositions of balance
and harmony which express affirmations from
the heart. Her art is featured in collections
worldwide. Over the years she has encoun-
tered many unique individuals and enter-
tainers, including the Beatles, Elvis, Tina Tur-
ner, Madonna, Frank Sinatra, The Rolling
Stones, Bob Dylan, and Bruce Springsteen. All
of these entertainment icons left her with in-
spiring memories that continue to stir her de-
sire and passion to create each day. An early
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